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Melbourne Excursion 20th November 1991 

On Ballarat Cup Day our club had a different type of 
excursion. We travelled to the centre of our capital city 
to visit the Royal Botanic Gardens. 


On a guided tour we learned many interesting things about 
the history and development of the gardens. Ferdinand 
Meuller established the gardens in 1844. Several new areas 
are being created. The perennial border area shows the 
principle of grouping different plants of the same flower 
colour. The herb garden has many plants which can be 
touched to release fragrances. This area 1s particularly 
suitable for visually impaired people with smooth brick 
paving and raised qarden beds. In anticipation of future 
water shortages some beds are being planted with drought 
resistant species. One example is the grey garden in which 
the greyish colour of leaves is due to hairs on the leaf 
surface toa reduce water loss. The ornamental lakes, which 
were the original course of the Yarra River, provide a home 
for many Swans, Black Duck, Coots and Moorhens. 


Following a picnic Junch we visited Government House. We 
were shown the drawing room, ball room and dining room. 
These rooms contain fine examples of Australian furniture — 
the dining room table can seat 50 people. JG 


Diary Dates 


February 15 1992: Platypus Picnic with Maryborough FNC. Note 


change of date. 
March 6-9 1992: VFNCA Campout, The Basin. 


November 29 Committee Meeting at the home of Mr. Wwe 
Fink Meredith at &pm.e 
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B 6th October 1991 


The Muckleford forest 1¢ typical of the goldfields area aft 
Central Victoria. It is sttuated north-east of Newstead. 
The open forest allows light to penetrate to aground level 
and suppurt an interesting !a-er otf low shrubs and herbs. 
Stans ot the dry spring were already apparent but a larae 
number of plants were flower ing. 


puckleford Fo ton 


Ern and Lesle- Perkine from the tactlemaine Field Natualists 
Club led an tnteresting and well prepared trip. ~The plant 
bret which the. had prepared rev srded 204 native species, 48 
exotic species and 1 introduced native species. During the 
dav we were able to find many af these plante. 


The wide variety of orchids were appealing and kept eyes 
searching the qround. The ones found flowering were pink 
fingers, hooded Caladenia, MUSK - caladenia, purple 
beard-orchid., wax-lip, swan greenhoad, nodding greenhaod, 
bearded qreenhood. dotted and scented sun orchid 


The pink flowers of sticky boronta Boronia anemonifolia 


We had lunch near five poppet head of the Red, White and Blue 
mine. The concrete foundations of the battery provided 
convenient tables. The nearby dam would be haven for birds 
during dry summer weather. 


The bird trst for the day totalled over 30 species. 
Colourful yellow-tufted honeyeaters, fuscous honeyeaters and 
white-winged trillers were feeding among the foliage of 
eucalypts. Olive-backed orioles announced their presence 


with rolling call and were sighted by those with Keen eyes. 
JG Q 
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Endangered Species Speaker Peter Monkhorst 


The complexity and costs that go into conserva-— 
tion of a species must be made in vigble populations, 
it is not enough to conserve a species in situ, 
they must be managed, ecological changes must not 
be made. 

Small populations may be devastated by such things 
as Ash Wednesday type of fires, poor flowering of 
a species, drought and also geneuto changes and 
other problems. 

The smaller the population: the chances that. they 
may come to a number that will die out are greater, 
a minimum population is needed to keep the species 
alive without too much interbreedinge 

The Helmeted Honeyeater and the Orange bellied 
Parrot are two such species. 

The Helmeted Honeyeater is a subspecies of the 
Yellow Tufted Honeyeater, there are four races of 
the Yellow Tufted Honeyeater, one of these the 
Helmeted Honeyeater is found at Yellingbo. Although 
the Helmeted Honeyeater is a bigger bird it is 
still a subspecies. 

Gould described it in 1840 in West Gippsland 
where it was plentiful, the Gippsland Helmeted 
Honeyeater may have interbred with other forms, 
conservation was primarily through reservation. 

In 1910 4O was the estimated number, an inten- 
sive programne was started by the Gonernment for 
their recovery, the primary aim is to increase 
this to 1000 individuals in 40 different places 
in the known areae 

There is a gap between the Gippsland and Helmeted 
Honeyeaters in present sites. There is a study of 
of the genes of birds and also in museums, looking 
at birds and them and from museums around the 
world, some of them differ from todays birds. 

If the level of inbreeding is too high there is 
a loss of fitness and individuality, many eggs 
are lost and also some of the chicks may die, 
however calcula&ed risks must be taken. 

Bell Miners are a problem, there is an increase 
in the Bell Miner population in Helmeted Honeyeater 


TERRITORY 

territory, Miners are removed from territory, - 
they are mostly destroyed, making it a hard decis 
ion to destroy these birds, what caused the Bell 
Miner to become so plentiful? possibly the explos- 
ion of Cyclids or Lerps which are the Bell Miner's 
favourite food. 

The Ecological problems are very involved, nut- 
rients from farms may be a problem, land Clearing 
would be by far the most serious one. 

Management practices through mathematical com- 
puters packages are looking good. 

The habitat is Ee camphora is the tree that the 
Helmeted Honeyeater thrives in mostly, and E. ovata 
aS higher areas are cleared agnd therefor part of 
the food chain is lost. they need a winter nectar. 

Friens of the Helmeted Honeyeater have planted 
15,000 trees and plants in revegetation work, to 
manage these reserves is very criyical, it xe a 
management nightmaree 

The most important of the managements is the 
captive breeding at the Healesville Sanctuarye In 
1982 there.were three areas now there is only one. 

Nestlings were used for the first captives, after 
the first summer there were five pairs, one pair 
bred the next summer rearing one young, the next. 
captured were Gippsland birds there is now eleven 
pairs plus three females, the aim is fifteen pairs. . 

Releases in the wild will be to place extra eggs 
in wild nests and feeding the honeyeaters the next 
year, it should be a historical time. 

_ This all adds up to very intensive management . 
of this species, the preliminary tasks wil be fin- 
alised in 1993. then a new plan for the next five 
years up to 30 years, 250,000 dollars per year is 
the cost. This is the Helmeted Honeyeater story. 

The other is the Orange Bellied Parrot, a small 
ground feeding parrot which breeds in South Western 
Tasmania. There are approximately 50 to 70 breeding 
pairs, tn March and April the entire population 
migrates to King Island then toa the coast of Vic- 
toria and South Australia, there were once wide 


spread reports ot Orange Bellied Parrots in these 
places, they nest in hollows in small Eucalypts 
and feed on the Button Grass plains on sedges, 
Boronia and Helichrysms, and in coastal Victoria 
on salt marshes they feed on glassworts from Sveens 
cliff to the Koorong in South Australia. In July 
there seems to be a shortage offood as it is now 
concentrated into a few small areas. 

Until the 1970's there was very little known 
about the Orange Bellied Parrot, I1.C.1. funded 
studies on these birds and in Tasmania the funds 
came from the W.W.L. funds. / 

The Orange Bellied Parrot recovery plan was d 
formed internationally through F.N.C. bird watchers 
the ReAO.U and other concerned people, all the 
breeding is in S.W. llasmanian National Parks, Fire 
is an important tool in the management from ten 
year old burns to two and five years, therefore a 
mosaic of burns is carried out. 

Their winter habitat is under threat, the qual- 
ity is decreasing, most of the habitat is in reser 
erves, keeping stock and rabbits away is necessary, 
the Board of Works has been trying crops to over- 
come critical periods, Kens podium is one plant 
that is favoured. 

Attempts to create salt marshes is being tried 
especially on sand islands and Mud Island. Point 
Wilson birds are hard to find, bird banding is one 
way to monitor breeding using coloured bands. 

Melaleuca is the site in Tasmania where they «re 
most seen and observed late summer is the time to 
go. Captive birds are used for breeding in Hoturt 
they are very social birds, a desease called beak 
and feather syndrome will affect some birds. 

The first release of birds was made at Melaleuca 
with eleven birds being released. . 

This is the second of the birds on the danger 
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Merry Christmas 
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Mount Cole Excursion 2nd November 1991 


Before entering the forest area we stopped alongside the 
road near Raglan. The white flowers of milkmaids had caught 
our eye. Regular burning had maintained an open area of 
arassland where we found Kangaroo grass, chocolate lilly, 
onion archid and several daisies. 


At Richards Camping Ground we walked through an area of 
ferns along a swampy area of the creek. Rock fern, 
maidenhair and soft tree fern abound in this damp area. 
Victorian Blue Gum and Mountain Grey Gum trees towered above 
us. .AS we moved away from the creek the plants which we 
found flowering beneath the dense shrub layer included 
twining glycine, ivy-leaf violet, wood sorrel, cut-leaf 
cranesbill and common bird orchid. 


Several plants of the endemic Mt Cole Grevillea were found. 
This plant has lobed leaves with sharp points and flowers 
with dark red styles. Many small seedlinas were seen 
indicating that the plant propagates readily. Grass-leaved 
trigger plants were also seen in flower, 


Some of the more interesting birds seen during the day were 
Eastern Spinebill, Golden Whistler, Red-browed Firetail and 
‘Satin Flycatcher. — Pi 


Gur last stop, for afternoon tea, was at Smith Bridge Picnic 
Area. Adjoining the pine forest was a Red-flowering Yellow 
Gum covered in bJossom. This was providing a feast for many 
birds including Red Wattlebird, Yellow-faced, White-naped 
and White-eared Honeyeaters. A Grey Shrike-thrush gave a 

By rich and melodious call from a tree near the picnic tabie.JG 


